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Experiments Tried Abroad Show Value
of Plan, and Movement Here Gains
Many Prominent Advocates

e

ERMANY'S froe ports played a{incident to mesting the levies and in-
| «large part in buildiag up hori""""““" nheea imposed by the customs
forelgn trade bLefore the *".:iut‘?orllwu. Had New York possessed
and they will again figure potently in .n“myp‘:::mm:?:ml: :"fu‘;ldm::::pb:;:
her offarts te recover her lost markets | vessol's freight there without paying
and to Incrense her oversga flckls of | ANy customs dues whatsoever, and the
cAmmerce after peacs {8 restored. This | m :mnuo!m;d would have been re-
fact gives additional ‘ s
o h‘ '“‘P"“l“““ 10| At the same time, an American
i 1 ere reeontly under | shipyard and American labor would
the auspices of tho United States|have profited by the eteamship's
Tarilf Commisslon for the purpose of | PUEEL  Repalr plants located In a freo
JWseussing Amerlea's ndopt] .o | POt gone would favor the calling or
R e U Ir' :'“ of free | forelgn ships which otherwise might
pharts acilitating foreign | venture on 1o a home port in order tn
iride nand at the =ame (ime g|\-1n‘:m'nid the expenses und troubles fust
American  exporting  Industries  gp  Yeferred to,
chance to compete on more neatly “And don’t 19t us forget that a free
X : 2 5 s port need not necessarily be immedi-
ven terms with the kernesi of their | agely contiguous to the smea. even

ulierm rivals, though its raason for being {s to pro-

OW FREE POR

. salvage was eaten up by the expenses

According ta students  of tnterna-ll
tional commeree, Al producing nations |
are going to face a period of prolonged
and desporate mercantile confiict fol-
lowing a dequration of peace, This |
i regarded ns Indvitable becauses of |
the cnormous financin] sacrifices im- |
posed by the war, and & prime means |
of  financial  rehabilitation will be
through the channels of export !-1_:.-|-i
ress and the vigorous promotion aof |
viversea trade.  Logically. then, the

P 1
I'nited Btates will be able 0 hold |
its own during that era of readjust-
ment only If it has at its cummundi
the sameo sort of business weapons uxs [
its rivals, ¥ree ports are among these
weApons.,

Congressman Murray Hulbert of
New York has lately made (t clear
why there must be a popular realiza-
tion of Juat what free ports mean,
He sald:

“The idea of free ports has appealed
to me strongly for a long lime, and
the advantages enjoyed by the ex-
porter operating® from within favored
zones of that msort were brought
sharply to my attention when in Eu-'
rope. A couple of years ago 1 tried
to stir up in st in Congress for the
purpose of obtalning frees port legisla- |
tion, and with the eaxception of two
leglslative fellows 1 could not find that
my colleagues in the House had the
remotest notion of the true purpose |
of the free ports of Continental Eu-

“The Republican members com-
monly belleved that 1 wax hent upon
folsting free trade upcn the country
under a deluslve guisc: while my
Democratie confreres were cqually |
convinced that the establisl.ment of a
few f(ree ports megnt otherwise the
perpetuation of what they were
pleased to term the iniquitons tariff,

“They thought me revolutionary, and |
classed me broadly with the genus |
raw members, and would not listen
long enough- to e enlightened. 1
needn’t detall the hard row I set my-
#elf to hos in breaking ground for a
better underastanding of the peal pur-
pose and character of free ports. 1
am thankful that there Is now a grow-
ing realization of the actual nature of
these alds to far flung trade; and
through the cooperation of others in
Washington, who have awakened to
our need of kindred facllities, we are
in a fair way to legalize zones of this
sort within our continental limits in
the courme of the near future. But
there must be a general demand
among our business interests to bring
this about.

Functioma of a Free Port.

“Fundaméntally a free port zone is
& neutral area within a country where
the domestic manufacturer and the
importer and exporter can operate
without tariff burdens in preparing,
making or otherwiss handling prod-
ucts, in part or in whole dependent
upon foreilsn raw malerials or In-
gredients, which if otherwise brought
into the country would be taxed., Re-
member that all of thess imported
materials are reworked, repacked or
otherwise dealt with for the purpose of
reshipment to customers abroad, and
none of them is allowed to enter the
sountry for domestic consumption un-
Jess it pay the prescribed duty.

“In short, native capital, domestic
skill and national labor make it possl-
ble.to prepare the imported stuffs for
export under especlally favorable con-
ditions, and enable the resldent indus-
tries to keep down gosts, espaclally of
raw and more or less finished foreign
ingredients, so that they can compete
in the markets of the worlid with thelr
most favored rivals. Let me give a
conereta example of how the free port
idea might work here,

“It seems that the United Stales
Bteel Corporation has acquired re-
cently something llke 12,000 acrea on
the Moblle River just above the city of
Mobile. In fact the area of this prop-
erty is greater than that which the
gity iteelf covers.

“With an easy outlet through Mo-
Slle Bay to the Gulf of Mexico ships
‘would have a comparatively short run
to nearby Cuba, where it is poasible to
obtaln iron ore of a superior quality.
Now a steel plant situated next door to
Mobile would be able to draw freely
upon the coal and iron deposits of the
contiguous Southern Btates,

“I am told that a certain percentage
of Cuban ore mixed with native ore
will produce a grade of steel of excep-
tional character, |n short unequalled.
If steel mills were gstablished near
Mohile within a free port sone those
plants would be able*to make for ex-
port, without paying duty on the
Cuban ore, products that would find a
ready and & very profitable market in
Mezxico, Cen America and the still
Vigger fleids Of Bouth America. They
¢ould de this and copipete with Euro-
pean manufacturers upon the best of
terms,

An Tacidental Hemedt.

“Home time ago a ship bound from
Halifax to Bermuda mprang & leak on
her southward run and had to put in
to New York for repairs. Aa she car-
ried & full cargo it was not practicable
to drydock her while laden. Accord-
ingly it was neceasary for her owners
to remove her freight and have |t
atored In bonded warehouses while the
vease]l was being made it to go to sea

again,

“The charges incidental to earrying
the cargo to stornge, keeping It there,
obtalning its release ultimately and
removal to the steamship, &c., cost
more thap the Insurance on the ship,
and the net result was that all of the

mote forelzn commerco. Chicago is
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CONGRESSMAN MURRAY HULBERT. NEW YORK REPRESENTATIVE

WHO IS WINNING GOVERNMENTAL

ZONES,

certainly not what might properly bLe | cable to

termed & wseaport, and yet it |s con-

AUTHORITY FOR FREE PORT
*

-

draw upon the wide hin-

terland of the neigliboring States as |

TS WOULD UI

worked raw stuffs returning to her
would neat, have to pay duty in enter-
ing Chicago's free port zone for treat-
ment, manufacture, &c,

“Tris would cut down the ultimate
cost at which they. could be gold &t a
| profit; and we shall find in the course
of the noxt few years that the Dos
minion’s own industries are going to
| bo strong competitors in flellis where
we have herctofore enjoyed notable
ndvantages in the country to the north
| of us.

“My idea is that Congress shall ac-
leept In principle the adviszability of
| free port zones and authorize their
restablishment at suitable pointg, The
element of suitability, however, should
| be clearly established by @ competent
commission, and the assent of that
| hoily would have to be won after the
ity or port making application has
adduced diata showing lts commercial
importance, Its water and rail facili-
tiew and a disposition on the part of
its commercial bodles to make the
most of the opportunities offéred by
a free port zone.

Nesults In Esrope.

“And back of every :ag‘;-lh-uuun of
this sort there must be

evidence that the rontributive hinter-

and will benefit 55 well,  In short we

must recoznize that froe ports have

a natlonal and not a loeal service to

celvable that there would be an ad- | well as the Dominion of Canada for | perform.”

mirable site for a free port zone, In- |
dustrially it & a booming locality, and |
business thers might be greatly aug- |
mented if it were possible to hundle, |
rework or minufacture certaln com-
modities from the raw products thas !
Canada could supply in’  such wvast
quantities.

“A free port near hy_on the shore of

Lake Michigan would make it practi= |

ALLIES SCORED HEAVILY IN THE: YEAR OF WAR JUST CLOSING

Continued from arcond Paye.

-—
25 was regarded as hastening the fate
of Trieste, which was evacuated by
civillans.

By August 29 they had galned com-
plete control of the Bainsizza and
Carso plateaius, had entered the Chia-
povano Valley and were making
sieady galne on Ban Gabriole, regarded
a8 the key to the whole sltuation and
to an invasion of the plairs stretching
toward Vienna.

German troopa appeared for the first
time on the Carso front on Septem-
ber 1. The brilliant achievements of
the Italian army left the world wholly
unprepared for the~ events of the lat-
ter part of October. On COctober 24
the Austrian and German forces made
& sudden attack in the Julian Alps,
beat down the resistance of the Ityl-
lan troops, lowered by Boclalist pro-
paganda., and threatered the rear of
the army on the south.

This forced the hasty retirement of
the whole Itallan force along the sev-
enty miles from the Carnic Alps (o
the sea. On October 28 the Teutlons
took Qorizia and Civedale. The fol-
lowing day the entire Isonzo front col-
lapsed,

Itmliams In Retreat.

All the Italisn forcea retreated to-
ward the Tagliamento Rivér, where it
was belleved a stand would be made.
Udine, formerly the Itallan base of
supplies, fell on COctober 30. In the
firat week of the fighting the Ttaliana
had lost more than 250,000 prisoners
and 2300 guns.

By November 1 the Itallans were he-
hind the Tagllamento HRiver. This
line was held until November 6§ when
the Italians once more fell back., On
November 9 they reached the line of
tke Piave River, where it was belleved,
and as events afterward proved, a
stand would be made,

At this time, November 8, a change
was mude In the Italian high com-
mand. Gen. Cadorna, who had com-
manded the Itallan armies for the
entire period of the war, waes trans-
ferred to the Interallled Military Coun-
cll and Gen. Diaz assumed command
of operntions in the fleld.

On November 10 the capture of
Aslago by the Teutons revemled their
strategy of a great flanking move-
ment which If succesaful would force
the abandonment of the whole of
northeastern Italy probably as far as
the Adige River. On November 11 the
Teutons captured Belluno and tha fol-
lowing day advanced down the Plave
to Feltre.

By the end of November the Plave
line had noticsably stiffensd, the force
of the German drive seemed to bhe
spent and French and Britlsh troops
and artillery had arrived and were
held as resorves.

The 1'nited States declaration of
war on Austrin was joyfully recelved
if Italy and wan made the occasion of
2 great public demonstration In Rome.

The Teutons continued heavy pres-
sure on both ends of the Plave line,
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but were able to make no decisive

etuffs that could b wrought in .com- |

binntlon, without tarif charges, and
mnde under {denl conditlons Into just
sitch commodities ns foreign markets
might desire, the soods reaching the
seabourd either by way of the 8t Law-
rence or by the New York State Barge
‘amal.  Again, Carada might be the
ultimate moarket for many of these
produacts  and, anlike now, the re-

galns, while the coming of snow and
the szetting in of winter conditlons
promised definite aid to the Itallans in
the protection of Venire and the Vene-
tian plair

Jerusalem Taken From
Turks by the British

The Merchants Assoclation here has
| come squarely out in fover of a free
| port zone within the metrppolitan .-
| triet, and four venrs ago it sent Philip
|I!. Kennedy of Now York University
abroad to study the eopermtion of Eu-
ropenn free®ports. Mr. Kennedy '®Ore.
port was based primarily upon data
obtalned in connection with the fres
Iports of Copenlagen. Humburg an:l

after driving the Turks from the ridge
overlooking Jernsalem on the west

executed n eircling movement. and
weke at the gates of the city.

On December 9 the Mayor and Chief |

of Polive came out with a flag of
truce and formally surrendered Jeru-
gulem to the Hritish commander, Gen,
| Sir Edmifnd Henry Allenby. The vic-
| tora entered the city on December 10,

UCCEBS marked the campaigns of
the British armies in Mesopo-
| tamia and Palestine. The chief
| objective points of both expeditions,
| Bagdad in Mesopotamia and Jerusalem
| in Palestine, fell to the Allles.
|  The capture of these ancient cities
| represented more than the taking of
two Turkish strongholds, To the Ger-
muns Bagdud was the desired eastern
terminus of the great Teutonie rall-
way project and one of the goala of
the Pan-Germanic expansion taward
the Orient. Jerusalem was the site
of n German development that had
made it the centre for an advance
upon Egypt und lhe Suve Canall

The expedition against Hagdad was
under the command of Major-Gen.
Frederick Btanley Maude, who was
#ald to have had at his call 120,000
men. The PBritish army advanced
across the Babylonian plaine and on
February 26 recaptured Kut el Amara,
taking several thousund prisoners,

The Britlah forces next attacked the
Turkish positions on the Malah and
the Tigris, ard after three days of
whirlwind fighting they entered the
City of the Caliphs on March 11 as
victors. After months of pest during
the extreme hot season Gen. Maude
renewed his offensive, capturlng a
Turkish stronghold on the Euphrates
with its commander and 4000 pris-
pnera.

He then directed his operationa
along the Tigris Valley and by the end
of October had carried the British
lines almost to Mosul and within
atriking distance of the completed por-
tion of the Bagdad Rallway.

Gen. Maude died after o few days
lliness on November 18.

The first Intimation of the British
advance Into Palestine was the an-
nouncement on March 7 of the capture
of El Khulll, enly fifteen miles south
of Jerusalem.

The British forces thereaflter re-
malned seemingly Inactive until early
In November, when they captured
Beershebn. They renewed their attack
upon Gaza, and after seven days fight-
Ing the town fell. Ope column pressed
north of Beersheba and took the junc-
tlon of thes mallroad to Damascus, the
other captured the junetlion of the rall-
road from Jaffa, the port of Jerusalem,
to Jerusalem, and on November 1§ oc-
cupled Jaffa, By November 22 I had
pushed eastward untll It was within
five miles of the Haly Clty,

The column advancing from the
south found Hebron evacuated and the
Turks Intrenched at Hethlehem, with
the guns so posted that a counter fire
would endanger the sacred village.

|
|
|

It |

| The Year Uneventful ]
in the Balkans

v

|i,L
| HE year was without any impors
| I tant military activities or devel-
| opments in the Balkan regions,
|  Rumanla had Leep overrun by the
| Austro-German forfes with the ¢x-
| ception of a small portien in the nort h-
eaxt along the Ruassian border, and the
capital had been removed to Jamsy,
| The Serblans had suceeeded In holding
| Monastir, but had been unable to
| make any advance
' By the actlon of the Parls confers
alllcd troop: were withidrawn
| from parts of northern Greece for gere
vice on other fronts. In December
Gen. 8Barrall was recalled from Bu-
lonica and Gen. Guillemnot was formally
! placed in command at that point on
| December 24,
i Farly in Jurfe the Entente Powers
arrived at the conclusion that the time
for declsive action regarding CGreece
had come, .M. Jonnart, a member of
| the French Senate, presented an ulti-
| mutum to Prentier Zaimis, and on
| June 12 King Constantine abdicated in
lfa\'--r of his second son, Alexander,
Venlzelos agrived at Athens on June
21, On June 27 the new Ministry
| which he had formed took the oath,
Two days liater Greece severed rela-
tions with the Central Powers and
l-e.gnn the rehabllitation of her army,

) €hcé

fSubmarine Blockade
L a Diminishing Menace

HE naval history for the year re-

I wolves Itself Into the history of

the submarine. With the excep-
tion of a few minor engagements be-
tween patrol boats and the hunting
down of a ralder or two all the ener-
glen of the naval forces of all the
holilzerents were devoted on the one
hand to tho development of the sub.
marine and on the other to hunting it
down,

Germany ruthlessly made good her
threat of unrestricted submarine war-
fare. During the month of February
London reported shipping sunk to the
amount of 470,000 tons. This was a
conslderable Increase over the preced-
Ing month, when 330,000 tons had been
sunk.

i

BUILD OUR FOREIGN TRAI

ndisputiable |

Bremen in edmparison with the.then ]
competing ports of Antwerp and Rot-
terdam.

Germany s a high tariff cowntry,
and o too is Denmark. while Holland |
!_nnd Belgium have let in raw materials
| without tax,- and their duties where
| levied have been moderate, MMr. Ken-
| nedy has shown  conclusively that
ilamburg., Bremen and (‘npenhamm
hLnve been able through their free ports |
to hold their own splendlidly in foreign
trade despite low tariff or even free |
trade on the part of their commercial
| Fivals abroad,
| "Within the free port.” he reported,
|""-""'""‘ ure unloaded, stored, ;|.n~kml.'
I mixed or manipulate ] or manufactured
| with 5s great fresdom as thoueh cus-
| toms officials wers an unknown species
to commerce” Referring to Haomburg,
for instance, he suid: “There i8 an
Interesting way of bringing =hips up
| the river to the free port. The red
tape amounts to nothing exeept that
i!l‘p pllot 1« a sworn man, who is
| inder path not to allow any goods tol
leave the vessel while [t Is In his
chiurge. There has nover been nn evi-
dence of bad faith on the part of these
prilots,

“f the gpeclal advantages 1o tradae
aoffered by a free prort the {irst s that
already mentioned of freedom from
Irwl tape and expense connected with
drawhicks and bonded warehou . A
second advantage is that when a ship
ties up In a free port it is possible to
unlond the cargo without any customs |
inzgpoctions,

“Heprosentutives of steamship lines
sav that this is a great luxury for
them, as it enalles them to have
quicker and befter control over their
ships. In these days of large invest-
ment in ships saving in time means
mire voyages and larger interest re-

BIRDS-EYE VIEW OF PART OF THE BUSH TERMINAL PLANT, AN
¢ +INDUSTRIAL COMMUNITY AKIN TO EVROPEAN FREE PORTS

| laneia, which served as the final straw |

| to American forbearance., .

The torpedning of the French
oriiger Danton @1 the Mediterran®an
with a loss 0§ 296 men was the most
serjous loss of the month from & mili-
lt:tf,\‘ point of view. The tonnage sunk
during March ghowed a distinet in-
oronse, 600,000 tons being sent to the
hottom.

The peak of German efforts seems
ta have been reached In April, when
the sinkings sgzregnted TER000 tons,
| British hospital ships, Belgiun relief
| shipg and ships of Brazil, Argentina
and other neutral countries were In-
i.-:e..h-.l in thiz grent bag.

May saw a distinct falling off, 548.-
| 000 tons being th record.
| thia showing the whole situation was
resarded as most grave and enguaged
Ithe attention of all the allled Govern-
L inents,

|  Methods of fighting the submarine
stepmed to improve slightly, and it was
| t:lieved, nlthough no facts cr flgures
have ever been glven out, that many
submarines were being run down, cup-

| tured and destroved. The destroyer
| seeined Ahe most effienclone weapon

In spite of |

aziainst them and the one they most |

| feared,

The Amerlcan destroyer flotilla un- |
Aer Rear Admiral 8ims Was now in the

patrol and convoy,
improved organization rither than im-
proved devices was responsible for the
check to the UU=boats,

In June there was a disconcerting
Inereasa in the losses, estimated at
758,000 tons, but ineJuly these figures

In August the losses crept up again,
this time to §01,000 tons. During Au-
gust ovcurred the Helgian Prince out-
ragey which horrified even those cul-
loused by German barbaritiesy

During Beptember the lossesa fell to
considerably under 400,000 tons, a ratio
of decrease which, so fur as figures are
avallable hasy been malntained. The
best of the scotching of the submarine
| and of the effectivencas of the methe s

that In October a reduction of 25 per
cent. in the premium rate for insur-
ance was announced,

Probably the most brilliant single
feat of the year was performed by a
small Ttalian patrol boat that slipped
into Triesta harbor and sank the bat-
tieship Wien and disabled the Monarch,

On November 3 Britlsh ships sank
eleven German vesscls of the patrol
boat type In the Cattegat. The nux-
fllary crulser Marle of 3,000 tons was
the Inrgest one sunk,

( Airplanes Replace Zepps
l l.Ix)n Raids on England

The most sensational ep in
Murch were the  sinking of seven
Dutch food ships and the sinking of
the three American ships, the City of
Memphis, the Illinols and the Vigi-

HE outstanding feature of the

I vear in aerial warfare has bheen
the decline In the use of the
Zeppelin us a ralder and the great In-

were reduc to 463,000 tons, the|
smallest since the unrestricted sink-
Ings began.

danger #one assisting in the work of |
It I« probable that?

where she was upon the sea and in
forelgn trade,

Hongkong, although not strictly
possessed of a free port in the Euro-
pean sense, has neverthelesa a foreign
gone where the privileges of a free port
are in the main enjoyed. Betweerw1888
and 1012 the tonnage of vessels enter-
ing Hongkong Increased 266 per cent,
while dquring that time the port of New
York could show a gain of but 140 pef
cent.  Bingapore, sald to be “the chief
halting place of vessels engaged In
trade between the Occldent and the
Orlent,” owing to Ita f port features
has won for {tself commerce valued ap- |
proximately at $200,000,000 a year, i

It has been sald: “The port which
can make itself a convenient place for

ahip lines salling from the borougha of.
Manhattan, Brooklyn and Richmond,
not to mention The Dronx, which are
engaged In forelgn trade the world
over, Along the Jersey watsarfront
there are normally many lines of
steamships running to forelgn ports.
Centring here are fifteen Long Island
Sound steamboat lines doing buslness
with important industrial cltles of
New England, and frome duis port sall
regularly frelght and passenger Ves-
sele of a dozen lines plying In the
conxtwiza trade southward to Atlantle
and Gulf ports, Canal trafMc In several
directions adds to this volume of trafie.

L €, Lincoln, manager of the trafflo
burean of the Merchants Association,
has eliown that the thirteen lines of

the Interchange of merchandise pass-!raliroads feedlng from all parts of the
Ing from one vessel to another finds | United States to the port of New York
its prosperity Increasing. The num- Approximate nearly 40,000 miles in
her of vessels arrlving grows rmmilnnurh and reach an enormously pro-
year to year, The facllities required | ductive domestic resion. AccoMing to
for handling, storing, mixing and in- | thiz expert, t%e¢ net registered tonnage
terchange of merchandize, the labor |of vessels enlering and clearing from

L
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turns, The quickness with which cargo
cian be discharged is also of advantage
to conslgnes,

“1t 1F an advantage In getting goods
fntnl, becaiuse it
and gives a steady stream of gomls
which may be inspetted as part of the
roitine In the case of trunsit goods
It s pure gain. The time element In
handling cargo Is becoming more and
more important, The great foe of
speedy Ferviee 15 congest.on, and the

| ease with which goods may be received
| into n fres port is everywhere highly

appreciated.”
Une can best judge of the possilile
benefits here of free ports if the res

sulta akroml are Instineed.  Copen-
hazen, which was made o froe port
twenty-six Veurs ago had quite
tioubled her tonnage through thoe
azency by 1915, Hambure and Bremen,
prior to the war, placed  Germany

crease’ of aevial ruldsg on Enzland b
squudrons of aleplines,

The first Zeppelin raid of the we;
accurred on the night Muarch
whoen several machines visited the
southeastern counties of BEngland,
its return fight one of the rulders was
brought dewn near Complegne and i
crew of thirty killed,

On April 7 the greatest G battic of
the war took place on ahe western
front. A swarm of Breitish alrpoines
sent up to photograph the new Gew-
mun positions were attacked im faree

s

of 16,

The Germans lost forty-clzht airplianes |

and ten captive balloons,
lost twenty-clght mnchines

April was a bad month for the air-
men. Flgures for the month show 517
michines lost.  These Included 3450
German., 201 French and Delgian and
147 Diritish airpluncs,

on May T a Rritish naval battleplane
Frought down a Zeppelin in the Nortn
Sean, -

The May vecord of alrplines lost al-
most cqualled thdt of April. Tt wos
officinlly announced thut 718 had been
shot down, of which 442 were German
and Z71 British and French,  Capt
Albert Ball, the most famous Britlsh
aviator, was lost during the month,

On May 23 the eastern counties of
England were attacked by alrplane
ralders. On May 26 T8 persons were
killed and 174 Injured in o rald on
Folkestone, Three of the raiders were
brought down

The Britizh

relleves congesthon |

made, the handling of merchandise Ia
the making up of new consignments
wnd the Increase in the number of
steamshipa arriving and taking on
fresh supplies before their departure
all tend to make increased business for
the port and its varled Interests."

Aew York's Advantages,

A free port zone must of |\--L‘|'ss;l}‘|.
be an isolated arca susceptible of the |
rearing of londward barriers which !
Wil suflee to prevent the unauthor l'.'vdl
MOVEmMent Imports  Inland upon |
which duties have not been paid. The
pert of New York has extensive un-
Improved stretehes of shore line which |
wold 3

of

I themeelves admiraldy to
tl Mcasure of segr noand yet
beowithin easy ouch of rall and water
vmmunlontlon and eupplies of labor.
dumest ] . jnls, &

’1'. LY ! Bl

vonedrely 2 hundred st".llll—'
|

lairplane attacks The attacks were !
Cidtile |
¢

sh wed
120 4 hind been biroughit -fn'.\ni
| o the western front during Juls, |
The glant Capront alrplane, the new l
I Tealinn type, made s appeatinee early |
In Ausust, when o great rald was qoe
complished on the Austelan base at
Podie The huge Capront bhemb cirriers
were escorted by fast
thirty-=ix in al)

in Angust 22

tiaures that

il

siout plines

und pgaln un |eptom-

: 0 the first Jute the Cermans
Mso attncked Vaudelidnoonet Mospital
in Fi Killing ten
fd twenty  nineses
nn the sume Jo: al i week later cost
nineteen Killed and twenty-six injured
On Beptember § the Dritish-American
hospital known o= the Harviod nnit
wis attacked, faur Americans belng
killed and ten wounded

nee, woninded

Another attack

Thronzhout the fonth of September | preciate the
| England underwent frequent eaids, nl- | free ports

ways  with  alrplanes, the Zeppelin
seemingly having Ywen abandoned

| Famouas French Aviator Lost,

t was announced on September 25

| thut Capt. Goeorge Guynemer, the most
famous of French milltary aviators,
had been Killed. During September

| 704 alrplines
l\\‘e-nlt-ru froni
| O Owtoler 1 the greatest ale rald in

were destroved on the

L poal,

| aetting?

i this

i i with the least lost motion,

12lnd suffered sovere | mideria's

men | the

required for this service, the new uses | the port of New York makes the

for docks and warehouses In which | metropolitan district socond only Lo

these Interchanges can be convenlenily | l.ondon In the wvalue of its forelgn
trade.

(:— The next nearest Amerlcan port In

this respect stands sixteenth on the
lint of the greal shipping centres of
the world, Whatever may be the rea-
won for establishing o free port zonoe
elgewhers i the 1'nlted States It
shonld be piatent that the port of New
York hoa every reason, hecaunse of Its
local and national importance, to be
among the fiv If not the first to have
n zone of 1hi deseription,

With the return of peace the trafe
through the Panama Coral is bound te
be enormonsly Hugn w i, and Liver-
London, 1Tamburg and possihe
Antwerp will Inevitably strive to grip
foreign trade and draw to them the
vast Lbulk of shipping bound east and
west throueh the Isthmlan waterway.
A tremendous part of that potential
tusiness will undoubtedly be In the
nature of transshipments, repacking
or perhaps otherwise manipulating
allen commuoditios,

Why then should America stand 1dle
and aliow this to come to pass with-
out mnking a proper bid for a goodly
purt of this commerce? Why shouldn't
Americans work up here for reexpory
aych  Latin American  products us
coffee, cocon, hldes, hemp, &c? To do
this we must anticipate our fulure
competitors, and we can do this only
I #tarting with the least practicable
delay,

A Practieal Ezsample.

It will e argard that some of our
Kurepean rivils have free port zones
ulreads estalilishod. while London and
Liverpool luve the advantage of free
trade, Even so, It is to maintaln our
protective tarilt and to fight Earopean
free truders and Germany with her
froe ports that we must have free port
zones where we can battls on more
nearly even terms for our share of the
wurkl's commerce,

But how enn we create the operative
How can we make it posalble
tor Amevlcan capital and natlve enter-
prises to engage In manufacture, mix-
ing, compounding, repacking, &c., for
particular department of com-
petitive exporting? Fortunately It s
not necessary to send men abroad to
#tuly the inner workings of the estab-
lishments requircd.

There are at several points along
New York's waterfront industrial oen«
ire= that have come Into being through
tire need of linking water and rall traf-
Thesa
plants make it possilile to receive prod-
nets or materinds either by ship or car,
and  after handling them or rework-
ing them to send them onward hy
whichever route Lest serves the pur-
pose. Probuable the finest example of
thiz sor: of industrial community, and
that Is what a thoroughls up to date
free port §e, 08 that which Irving T.
Bushy the head of the War Board for
the T'ort of New York, hus called into
being

AL that tevmidpal thirty international
steamshilp lnes dock, discharging thera
merchandise from every part of the
The cargars find thelr way
cither directly to interior conslgnecs
or halt on the wiy at the one hundred
anmd twenty-thres warehouses forming
purt of the plant. In the loft bulld-
sred there are hundeeds of busy manii-
facturers, many of them engaged in
furelen exporting who get their raw
from Tnidin, China, Japan,
Africa, Central and  South Amerfea,
Earope, the Antipodes, as well as from
Arctie and the Antarctic shores
und feiax Indts opermtions, aside from
customs supervision and the levving of
dutles. vonding . the Bush Terini
nal miaht b described as a gree port

e,

wel®

Amerlen's Opportanity,

Other nations are not slow to aj-

commercial advantage of

Trivate amd Fiume have
had free ports for some years, and
Peeveral Talian coast cities have en-

Voved for u conslderable time free port
Phaellities fn o limited form. A lttle
mote than a Year geo Spalan awakened
to the modern demands of forelgn
trade, pnd then decrogd the establis)i-
ment of i free port at Parcelona.

! The vonecession for the zone was
| vested i an assoclation consisting of
the munieipality of the ety and

On June 13 another rald cost ln]'ihlnhw:.' wits made on English coast | oMieers or delesates of snch local or-

lives and 408 persons iniured,
of these were school children. On June

17 two persans were killed and sixteen |

Injured, One Zeppelin
down In flnmes,

was hrought

Britiah Demnud Heprisnls,

July brought alr radds on 4
sonle by wll the belligerents
which was ralded on July 4. suffered
severely. 1tut on Joly 7 London un-
derwent a great and dramatic rald

Twenty-two German planes of the
large new Gotha tvpe parcticipated, Tt
was broad dayHeght, the raiders wore

Liree

Harwich,

| plainly visihle, and the battle in the

of fighting it & to be found In the fuet |

alr between attuckers and defenders
wis watched by millions of penple.

The English people began pressins
the matter of reprisals, ngainst which
the Government had steadily held out,
Op July 22 the fast coast of England
was agnin visited by rajders, who were
driven back Lefore théy reached Lez-
don.

Up to the end of July it was re-
ported that 388 pereons had been killed
and l.ﬂ!!%tnjurnd In alr raids in the
London area.

On July 6 Franen, as a retallation
for Ggrman mlds on open French
towns, sent a great fleet of elghty-
four machines far into Germany,
Coblenz, Treves and Fusen were ull at-
tacked. The exploit of Hergeant
Maxime Cullols, who Mlew o distance of
4468 mlles In #even hours and suceess-

I fully homhed the Krupp works, waa

notable,
For the first time In & year and a
half Parls, on July 27 and 28, suffered

Ing enguged. The casualties were not
S0 great as in many previous ralfis,
Meantime the British had frequently
| bombarded Delglan coast towns and
hud dropped bombs on the German
Chases in Flinders, while the French
| had ralded Germoan Yases all along the
L front and had frequently bombed the
! Khine towns, -*
| The Zeppeline on October 19 made
| dramatic and for them disastrous re-
| entrance Into the field. A great fleet
of ecloven alrships jolned in the attack.
| Many towna throughout England were
[dnmaged. with a losa of twenty-seven
| killed and Afty-three injured. One

Ihnmh in London killed fourteen per-

sons, efght of them children of one
|f.|m11,\',
|  On their return fourney across

Franee the Zeppelins were chased by
alrplanes and no lesa than five loat,
including one  captured
with her crew under dramatle clreums-
stances,

One of the remarkable feats of the
air for the year was that accomplished
by o fleet of fourteen Itallan alrplanes
that flew from Milan to rald the naval
hase at Cattaro. The planes flew to.
gether for a thousand miles without
mishap and returned safely home.

During December the Rritish ralded
the vorious Yases In Belgium with con-
pderable suceess, while the French in
the three dava hetween December 10
and 13 dropped many tons of projecs
tilen on Germin bases bick of the
lines and succeeded In bringing down
nine planes,

undamaged, |

Many | 1owns, four squadrons of machines be-  &ankzitions us the Board of Harbor

Works, the Chaombsr of Commeres,
and other ailicd badics, Other Spanish
1:‘0;»‘! oitles are likewise tn have free
port zone privileges whenever they
Irlnsnro to estiblish such mercantile ex-
port buscs

In the cases of MHamburg, Dremen
|nl1d Copenhiagen the capltal needed
hig providisl in part by the
State the remilnder Ly private
Thut 1= =¥, In each
cage  the Btate padd for the lamd,
dredged the harbors and bullt the
plers, while duly authorized companies,
called frec port warehouse companies,
provided the neceszary bulldings, the
rallway tracks, freight handling facili-
ties and the reqiived administrative
offfces, &e. Tt s o signifieant fact that
each of these ports had prior to the
war made a handsome net return an=
nually upon the ontlayvs Involved, and
they have nungquestionally been instru-
mental in bringing milllons of dollara
of husiness (o their countries while
making it possible to  enter  the
markets of the world under excep-
tlonally favorable circumstances,

As Congressmaun Hulbert says: “No
Intelligent Amentcan Dbusiness man
who wants to sell his commodities
abroad is golng to opposs the creatlion
hera of free port zones when ho
realizes the potentinl benefits that they
are hound to Insure, Frees ports will
do as mucl for us ay they have dona
for other high tarlfl econuntries; but we
should lose no time In providing for
them it woe are to reap our logleal
share of the world's trade.”

and
enterprise

it




